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Representative Daniel Lipinski (IL-3)

Statement on the Clean Water Restoration Act of 2007

Shedd Aquarium, July 1, 2008

Good morning.  We stand here next to one of our greatest natural treasures, not only for Chicago and our region, but for our nation.  While much has been done to clean up Lake Michigan and all of our nation’s waters since Congress passed the Clean Water Act in 1972, this progress is being threatened.  So I am here today to call on Congress to act again this year, and pass the Clean Water Restoration Act so we do not go back on our progress and threaten the beauty and safety of this natural treasure.  

It was almost exactly one year ago today that I stood here at the Shedd Aquarium with many of you discussing the Great Lakes Water Protection Act, a bill that I helped introduce that would improve the quality of our water and safety on our beaches by imposing stiff fines on those who dump sewage.  While today’s topic is different, we seek similar outcomes –protection of the health and integrity of the nation’s waters, especially that of the Great Lakes.

Lake Michigan has always held significant meaning to me and has provided many memories as I grew up and lived along its shores.  But the Great Lakes are so much more.  Holding 90 percent of our nation’s fresh water supply and nearly 20 percent of the world supply, we are dependent upon the Great Lakes for everything from fresh drinking water, to transportation, tourism, recreation, and the $4.1 billion sport and commercial fishing industry.  Across our nation, Americans rely on our rivers, lakes, streams, and bays for clean water to drink and safe places to swim, boat, and fish.  

In the past 35 years we have made great progress in cleaning up the nation’s waters, principally because Congress passed the Clean Water Act in 1972.  But that progress is now in jeopardy of being reversed.  Recent murky Supreme Court decisions and administration policies have muddied the Clean Water Act.  As a result, nationwide, 59 percent of streams and 20 million acres of wetlands are at risk of unrestricted pollution.  And in Illinois, over 150,000 acres of wetlands are vulnerable to losing Clean Water Act safeguards.

That is why I am proud to be a cosponsor of the Clean Water Restoration Act which would simply restore protections that existed for decades under the original Clean Water Act.  This bill clarifies that the definition of “waters of the United States” in the Clean Water Act is broad and based on a decades-old definition of waters in federal agency regulations.  This would reestablish the federal governments’ original intent to restore and maintain the integrity of the nation’s waters.  

The Clean Water Restoration Act was introduced in the House of Representatives by Jim Oberstar, chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, the committee that has jurisdiction over this bill.  Just two weeks ago I brought Chairman Oberstar to Chicago, and while he was here, he had the opportunity to bike along the lakefront where he remarked on the beauty of this treasure and our need to protect it.  As the only member from northern Illinois on this committee, I will continue working closely with Chairman Oberstar to get this bill passed.
Pollution is not partisan and it knows no geographic boundaries between countries, between states, between cities, or between congressional districts.  Everyone has an interest in restoring the nation’s waterways, whether you want to swim, fish, boat, lie on the beach, or – most importantly – just have clean water to drink.  That is why we must all work together to restore the health and integrity of the nation’s waters, and this bill to restore the Clean Water Act is an important step.    

