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I stand today in strong support of H.R. 2272, the 21st Century Competitiveness Act of 2007.  As a member of the Science and Technology Committee and as an original cosponsor and conferee of the bill, I’d like to stress the vital importance of this legislation in maintaining America’s global competitiveness.
Today, America faces an enormous challenge – yet one that I believe we can overcome.  The National Academies’ seminal report “Rising Above the Gathering Storm” gave all of us a wake up call.  Without immediate action, the U.S. stands to lose its competitive edge in the world.  H.R. 2272 will give us the jolt we need to prevent this from happening, putting in place measures designed to advance U.S. innovation, which in turn advances our economy and makes us more competitive in the world.
Currently, we stand at the cusp of numerous technological breakthroughs.  These breakthroughs will completely revolutionize our way of life; from hydrogen and other advanced fuels technologies that will free us from our addiction to oil and combat global climate change, to nanotechnology that has the potential to impact virtually every sector of our economy.  By passing this bill we will increase our support of American researchers, scientists, engineers, educators, and students who will turn their ideas into innovative new technologies that will greatly benefit our nation.
As a former student of engineering, college professor, and recipient of a grant from the National Science Foundation, I understand first-hand the immense value of investing in our future.  Most importantly, we must invest in our kids if we are to succeed in the future.  This bill provides $150 million for K-12 science, technology, engineering and math (also known as STEM) education programs, ensuring that students won’t be left behind as the world moves forward in new technology development and innovation.  These critical investments will create and equip thousands of new teachers and give current teachers the skills they need in order to teach science and mathematics.  The bill also will expand programs to grow and educate the future science and engineering workforce, while increasing early career grant programs for outstanding young investigators at both the National Science Foundation and the Department of Energy.
Finally, the bill will create an Advanced Research Projects Agency for Energy, also known as ARPA-E, which will invest in high-risk, high-reward energy research and development to help us overcome the technological barriers in the development of new energy technologies.  These revolutionary new technologies will play a major role in transforming our future economy.
Now is the time to act.  The day our universities are no longer the most sought after in the world, the day we see a brain drain because our best and brightest young scientists and entrepreneurs can’t get the funding to do their research and development here at home, the day our innovation is outsourced – that is the day that worries me.

With passage of this bill, we're committing ourselves to a brighter future with increased job opportunities here at home, improvements in our own way of life, but most especially a brighter future for our children.  I urge all of my colleagues to vote for this bill.
