In the 110th Congress, Rep. Lipinski is working with his colleagues to address both near and long term solutions to the energy and gas crisis currently facing the United States.

Near-term Relief










Voted for and helped to pass:
Gas Price Relief for Consumers Act of 2008 (H.R. 6074):

· Cracks down on oil price fixing by OPEC-controlled entities and oil companies, and creates a Petroleum Industry Antitrust Task Force at the Justice Department to monitor gas price gouging and anticompetitive price discrimination.
Legislation suspending oil shipments to Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) (H.R. 6022):

· The U.S. Department of Energy has since suspended all SPR oil purchases for the remainder of 2008.
Energy Markets Emergency Act (H.R. 6377):

· Directs the Commodity Futures Trading Commission to examine excessive oil speculation and take corrective action.

Saving Energy Through Public Transportation Act (H.R. 6052):

· Reduces fares for mass transit to reduce demand for foreign oil, which can in turn affect price.
Federal Price Gouging Prevention Act (H.R. 1252):
· Authorizes the Federal Trade Commission to investigate and punish companies that artificially inflate energy prices. 
Voted for:
Responsible Federal Oil and Gas Lease Act (H.R. 6251):

· “Use it or lose it”-Prohibits issuing new oil/gas leases to holders of existing leases who are not producing on those lands.

Drill Responsibly in Leased Lands Act (DRILL Bill) (H.R. 6515):

· Increases/expedites drilling on federal lands in Alaska that are already open to drilling.  Includes “Use it or lose it”.

Cosponsor of:

Gas Price Spike Act of 2008 (H.R. 6000):
· Imposes a windfall profits tax on excessive oil industry profits, using that revenue to provide $6,000 tax credits for Americans who buy fuel efficient cars made in America and federal grants for reduced mass transit fares.
COMMUTER Act of 2008 (H.R. 6030):

· Gives tax breaks for companies that offer employees no-cost public transportation vouchers.  Act could save current Metra, CTA, and Pace commuters over $1200 a year and encourage increased use of public transit.
Responsible Ownership of Public Lands Act (H.R. 6256):

· Assesses an escalating fee on land that oil companies have leased but are not using for production, in order to incentivize them to either use it or give it up.  Raised revenue will go towards energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.

Long-term Solutions

Voted for and helped to pass:

Energy Independence and Security Act (H.R. 6):

· Increases Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards to 35 mpg for cars and trucks by 2020, up from the current level of 27.5 mpg for cars and 22.2 mpg for light trucks (saving American families $700-$1000 per year, while significantly reducing oil consumption and greenhouse gases).
· Increases the production of renewable motor fuels such as ethanol and biodiesel.
· Mandates more energy-efficient appliances such as washer/dryers, dishwashers, and refrigerators.

· Includes two key Lipinski provisions:

· BRIGHT Energy Savings Act:  Requires the federal government – the nation’s largest energy consumer – to use high efficiency light bulbs in 1,800 civilian office buildings; this will significantly reduce energy consumption and save tens of millions of taxpayer dollars.
· H-Prize Act:  Establishes over $50 million in cash prizes for the “H-Prize” program to spur innovation in hydrogen energy technologies and advance the use of hydrogen as a pollution-free fuel to replace gasoline.

Farm Bill (H.R. 2419):
· Invests heavily in affordable biofuels and beefed up oversight on market manipulation.

Renewable Energy and Job Creation Act (H.R. 6049):

· Provides nearly $20 billion in tax incentives for renewable energies (solar, wind, geothermal, biomass, and hydropower), plug-in hybrid vehicles and fuel cell technology, carbon capture and sequestration projects, energy efficiency, and conservation, and tax breaks to homeowners who make energy efficient improvements to their homes.

America COMPETES Act (H.R. 2272):

· Supports research and development of clean energy technologies.

Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation Tax Act (H.R. 5351):

· Repeals subsidies for Big Oil in order to pay for tax credits for increased production of renewable electricity from sources such as solar, wind, fuel cells, and biodiesel.

· Creates tax incentives for energy efficient commercial buildings and improvements to existing homes such as the purchase of energy efficient dishwashers, clothes washers, and refrigerators.
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