A New Direction for Children’s Health & Medicare for Illinois


The CHAMP Act provides $50 billion in new funding for children’s health insurance coverage through the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and Medicaid. Two out of every three uninsured children in the United States are eligible for coverage through these two programs but are not insured. Overall the CHAMP Act will provide 5 million additional children with health insurance coverage across the United States. Children in the State of Illinois stand to benefit tremendously from the CHAMP Act. 

The CHAMP Act also improves Medicare for 44 million seniors and people with disabilities.  This bill protects Medicare physicians from an impending 10% payment decrease while adding new preventive benefits, increasing assistance for low-income beneficiaries, and reducing unnecessary subsidies to Medicare private plans. 

· The coverage of 316,800 children enrolled in Illinois’s CHIP program will be secured.* 

· The CHAMP Act provides essential funding for the State to reach the 260,000 children in families with incomes under 200% FPL who remain uninsured.  
· The State of Illinois will be guaranteed continued savings from its family planning program. Low income women in the State with annual incomes under approximately $27,000 will be guaranteed low-cost services without having to rely on a waiver. 

· Coverage for 130,000 of the lowest income, most vulnerable adults with incomes below $25,000 will remain protected. 

· More than 501,100 Medicare beneficiaries, including seniors and people with disabilities, with incomes under 150% of the poverty level will be helped by improvements in the Medicare Savings Program and Low Income Subsidy Program. A substantial number of seniors will receive an additional $1,200 annually from assistance with the cost of their Medicare Part B Premium. 

· More than 263,200 of the poorest Medicare beneficiaries in Illinois will be protected with limits on out of pocket costs for prescription drugs, including those in home and community care settings. 

· The 61,100 Illinois seniors receiving Part D assistance will benefit from simplified applications and automatic renewal of eligibility – helping ensure they do not lose essential assistance due to red tape and bureaucracy. 

· Taxpayers in Illinois will benefit from elimination of the overpayments to private plans in Medicare. The overpayments in Illinois amount to $96 million for FY 2007 alone. 
*Number of children who depend on CHIP throughout the year.
