Congressional Update on Border Security Legislation

“I will continue to work towards revising our immigration system to ensure that it will be easily enforceable and will encourage compliance, rather than rewarding illegal immigration,” 
said Congressman Lipinski.

· H.R. 4437, the Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immigration Control Act of 2005, focuses on the enforcement of our immigration laws and improving the security of our borders.  However, due to arguments within the Republican Party, H.R. 4437 has yet to be voted into law.  As a result, Congress is attempting to pass many of the positive provisions of H.R. 4437 as separate pieces of legislation.  

· Four of these pieces of separate legislation, H.R. 4830, H.R. 6061, H.R. 6094 and H.R. 6095, were recently passed in the House of Representatives.  These bills are designed to improve our nation’s border security and to protect us from violent criminals and terrorists. While they do not address all of the issues related to illegal immigration, I supported all of them as important steps in regaining control of our borders.
· H.R. 4830, the Border Tunnel Prevention Act, prescribes stiff penalties for those who construct, know about, or use a tunnel to smuggle goods or aliens into the United States. H.R. 4830 is currently being considered in the Senate.       

· H.R. 6061, the Secure Fence Act of 2006, directs the Department of Homeland Security to achieve operational control of our nation’s borders through the use of advanced technology such as unmanned aerial vehicles and ground-based sensors as well as through the construction of two layers of reinforced fencing along large portions of our southern border.  On September 26, 2006 the President signed H.R. 6061 into law creating Public Law 109-367.  

· H.R. 6094, the Community Protection Act of 2006, prevents members of violent gangs from entering the United States and provides for the removal of those gang members who are here illegally.  H.R. 6095, the Immigration Law Enforcement Act of 2006, provides greater tools to prosecute human smugglers and clarifies that local and state law enforcement personnel have the authority to aid federal agents in enforcing immigration law. H.R. 6095 is currently being considered in the Senate. 

