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Congressman Daniel Lipinski (IL-3)

Statement for Announcement of CREATE Agreement, September 18, 2006

Today I am pleased to bring together federal, state, and local officials, along with representatives of the railroads, to announce a new $330 million, three year funding agreement for the CREATE rail improvement program.  We reach the $330 million with $100 million each from the federal government, the state, and the railroads, and $30 million from the city.  This unprecedented cooperative agreement will transform the rail system in the Chicago area, not only providing more jobs, less traffic congestion, less pollution, and better passenger rail service in our area, but also benefiting the national economy by eliminating the freight transportation bottleneck in this vital hub.  
If we do not move forward with CREATE, the Chicago area is in danger of losing its preeminent position as the rail hub of North America, a status we have held since a country lawyer named Abraham Lincoln served as corporate counsel for the Illinois Central Railroad.  But as we can see at this location, here we are in the 21st Century and we are operating with 19th century rail infrastructure.  Our rail system is in the same condition that the Circle Interchange would be in if it were paved with tar and gravel with one lane in each direction. The operator in this shack is responsible for manual switching at this intersection, slowing every train that moves through here.  

And while I am worried that freight slows to a crawl through here, I am equally concerned that Metra can only run three rush-hour trains on the Heritage Corridor line that must come through here. With the huge growth in the southwest suburbs served by this line – in areas such as Joliet, Lemont, and Willow Springs – we must provide more mass transit service options.  Otherwise commuters living in these communities will end up adding more congestion to our expressways and roads every day.
Similar problems and other difficulties exist throughout the system, hurting our economic efficiency, costing jobs, making roads less safe, wasting commuters’ time, and increasing pollution.  CREATE will change all this by modernizing our rail infrastructure with updated tracks, switches, and signal systems so trains can move more quickly, and by building underpasses and overpasses to eliminate blockage and decrease accidents on our roads.  

Working closely with Congressman James Oberstar, the top Democrat on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and other members of the transportation committee including Chairman Thomas Petri, I worked to successfully include $100 million for the CREATE program in the last transportation funding bill.  Despite the severe budgetary constraints and the tremendous demands for the limited funds, CREATE is one of only 25 projects designated by Congress as a project of national significance, and it received one of the largest funding levels.  

This $330 million agreement marks the first three years of CREATE, the amount of time until the next federal transportation bill will take effect.  At that time I am confident that we will boldly move to the next step in completing the 10 year, $1.5 billion project.  We can see here today that CREATE enjoys a tremendous amount of support at all levels of government and across party lines.  I am very happy to have officials from the federal Department of Transportation, top transportation members from both parties in Congress, the top transportation official from the state and from Chicago, the CEO of the railroad association, leaders of business and labor, suburban mayors, and other elected officials. 

The CREATE program is truly an ambitious plan.  It treads new ground, and breaks into new territory in national transportation policy.  We have come a long way and as this agreement shows, we are continuing to move forward.  It is crucial for the region, but just as importantly, it is vital to the nation.   
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