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WITHOUT EXPANDING AIRPORT 





Congressman Supports City's Plan to Install Aircraft Arrestor Beds at Ends of Runways 






WASHINGTON, DC - Today, Congressman Dan Lipinski joined the City of Chicago in an effort to increase Runway
Safety Areas (RSAs) at Midway Airport without expanding its current boundaries. In a request to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), the City is seeking approval and funding to construct aircraft-arresting beds (EMAS) along four
runways at Midway. After the tragic incident in December, Congressman Lipinski has worked extensively with the FAA
and City to move this request forward. 






"Addressing safety should be paramount," said Lipinski. "I have met with the FAA, NTSB (National Transportation Safety
Board), and Chicago Department of Aviation, and all believe adding EMAS at Midway is a step in the right direction and
the most practical solution in Midway's urban setting, without the need to disrupt the surrounding neighborhood by
increasing the size of the airport." 






The aircraft arrestor beds being installed are referred to as Engineered Material Arresting Systems (EMAS). EMAS
consists of a bed of specially coated cement blocks engineered to collapse under the weight of an aircraft's landing gear.
These systems have been installed at 14 airports around the country and have averted several incidents of planes
overshooting smaller runway safety areas. 






"Addressing safety within the confines of the airport is ideal," continued Lipinski. "Installing EMAS will extend the runway
safety areas, protect local residents and businesses, and meet FAA safety requirements for urban airports like Midway." 






"EMAS will minimize environmental impact to the neighborhood, minimize long term costs, and upgrade safety at a faster
rate than airport expansion," said Lipinski. "I will continue to work with the FAA and the City of Chicago to protect airplane
passengers, as well as those living, working, shopping, and attending school in the area, while not impacting the
surrounding community." 
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