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 - Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the essential contributions of employees and volunteers across the
country and abroad who maintain our nation's public parks and recreation facilities. In addition, I would like to
commemorate National Recreation and Parks Month, celebrated annually since 1984 throughout the month of July. The
purpose of National Recreation and Parks Month is not only to celebrate the start of summer programs but also to
advocate for parks and recreation by encouraging communities to engage in outdoor physical activities and volunteering. 


	
 - Recently, I have undertaken a bipartisan proposal to stop the dumping of sewage into the Great Lakes. Initiatives like
these are only the beginning. Through the efforts of Congress and the National Recreation and Park Association,
America moves toward a brighter horizon in environmental policy. National Recreation and Parks Month is an important
occasion to remind us of our dedication to the preservation of the environment, and serves as an aide-mémoire for all
Americans to enjoy the natural wonders of our nation. 


	
 - As a member of the National Parks Caucus, it is my honor to recognize the collective efforts of volunteers and staff
alike whose contributions and involvement with the nation's public parks and recreation facilities continue to shape
American communities as well as the environment. Today, we celebrate the National Recreation and Park Association's
accomplishments and persistent efforts to preserve our environment and show appreciation for the nation's public parks
and recreation facilities. The NRPA's initiative, along with support provided by volunteers and staff, truly sow the seeds
for communal growth. Such achievements deserve recognition not just during this month, but at every opportunity
throughout the year. 
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