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While many continue to walk to the microphone, most Americans only hear partisan rancor when it comes to Iraq. We
count ourselves among them.






There is a war raging 6,000 miles from here, and 600 steps from our Washington offices there is an extremely bitter
debate. We have asked our armed forces to take on extraordinary challenges, and they have risen to the call in superb
fashion.






The American people have grown weary of conflicting messages and a lack of clear direction regarding the most
important issue facing the nation - the path ahead in Iraq. Americans know mistakes were made. We remember the
circumstances and choices that led us to our situation. But what the American people don't understand is why there
hasn't been a credible and candid conversation about the choices we face as a nation delivered in a way they can hear
and understand - above the partisanship.






Both of us have expressed these concerns to the White House. While we are members of different parties and have
different perspectives on many issues, we no longer can allow this important debate about the path ahead in Iraq to be
handled in a partisan manner. While it may be politically expedient to pick what you think is a winning side on this issue
and exploit it for gain in opinion polls, elected officials have a responsibility to set aside political expediency and get to
the heart of the matter. How do we communicate to the American people what it will take to "get out" of Iraq?






We share the frustration felt by the country. We have met with wounded veterans. We are concerned about the strain on
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our military and their families. We also understand that the growing tensions in the Middle East could destabilize the
region and bring about repercussions felt by our allies and our families here at home. We have growing concerns about
the worldwide threat from those who might be emboldened by the war, as well as the tremendous human toll a civil war
will take on millions of Iraqis and the impact it might have on neighboring countries and American allies. And we also are
concerned that the United States has lost some of its stabilizing authority so needed in the world today.






Instability brings about uneasiness and exposes weaknesses that are often exploited by those who sense insecurity and
see it as an opportunity to inject their own will or radical beliefs into the vacuum. The time to stabilize our direction in Iraq
is now.






We believe it's time to wind down the mission in Iraq. Two wars in Iraq are enough, and we need to end this conflict in a
manner that will not call for our military to return. There has been vigorous debate about how to achieve this goal. We
know from the generals that a phased withdrawal or gradual exit is the only safe option for removing our troops.






A sustained surge in diplomacy must continue if we are to ensure the region remains stable as Iraq works to solidify its
government.






Tremendous pressure must be brought to bear on the Iraqi government and its neighbors to ensure the Iraqi people have
every opportunity to stabilize their country and grow their young democracy.






Perhaps most importantly, we must reunite as a nation to tackle this problem and continue our vigilance in the face of
mounting evidence of the threats from al-Qaida, the Taliban, Hezbollah, Hamas, the FARC and other terrorist
organizations determined to use global terrorism to inject their radical beliefs into free societies.






The United States and the world community face critical challenges on issues ranging from energy independence and
global warming to disease and famine, and cooperation is needed to tackle these problems in a meaningful manner.
There are many fences to mend, and the time has come to rebuild our global relationships.






To begin a meaningful conversation, we have created a bipartisan effort to open a constructive, non-political dialogue
with citizens in both our constituencies. Our goal is to invite a number of experts to Chicago for a candid conversation
about the state of affairs in Iraq and the Middle East, the options the United States and world community might employ in
tackling the path forward in the region and their thoughts and ideas on how we can work through the conflict while trying
to ensure that the United States doesn't find itself in a similar situation down the road.






It is time to call upon all who have a microphone to set aside politics and help solve the problem. We believe the
legislation implementing the recommendations of the Iraq Study Group is a good roadmap, and we have both
cosponsored this bipartisan plan.
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Political stability in Iraq cannot rely exclusively on American military might. Elected representatives in this country must
become part of the Iraq solution. The American people and U.S. troops deserve congressional leadership, not partisan
politics.






U. S. Rep. Mark Kirk (R) represents the 10th Congressional District. U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski (D) represents the 3rd
Congressional district.
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