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Lipinski Votes to Override President Bush's Veto of Bill to Provide Health Care for Children 

 


Washington, D.C. - Today, Congressman Dan Lipinski voted to override President Bush's veto of a bill to fund the
popular State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  The bipartisan bill, which would direct millions of additional
dollars to Illinois children for health insurance, overwhelmingly passed the House and Senate last month but was vetoed
by President Bush on October 3.  



Today's override attempt failed to receive the necessary two-thirds majority to override the veto.    



"I am extremely disappointed that today's veto override was unsuccessful," said Rep. Lipinski.   "This past weekend at
Blaine School in Chicago, I joined other Democratic Members from Illinois in calling on our Republican colleagues to
break with the President and provide needed health care for children.  Unfortunately, we were not successful today."  



"As a juvenile diabetic, I have a special understanding of how critical it is to have health insurance and access to health
care," said Lipinski.  "I will continue to work to provide health insurance to the most vulnerable Americans, our children." 



This legislation would have provided $35 billion in new SCHIP funding for the next five years, preserving continued health
insurance coverage for the six million children currently enrolled in SCHIP while extending coverage to over four million
uninsured children.  For Illinois, this would have provided funding for health insurance for the 281,432 children currently
covered under SCHIP, along with an additional 154,000 children in working-class families. 



"Providing our children with access to medical care is one of the most effective, worthwhile investments we can make as
a nation," continued Lipinski.  "Unfortunately, the President's veto requires that we find a new solution to provide for the
1.3 million children currently enrolled in Illinois' All Kids Program as well as the millions of other children who need health
coverage." 
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