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A longtime Chicago Transit Authority project begins to leave the station next week.






The CTA will host a hearing Tuesday on the proposed Orange Line extension from Midway Airport to the Ford City Mall.
The hearing starts at 6 p.m. inside the mall's main entrance at 7601 S. Cicero Ave.






The meeting, in which the public is invited to comment on the project, is the first step to determine where the extension
will run and how much it will cost.






"It is a necessary step," said U.S. Rep. Daniel Lipinski (D-3rd), of Western Springs. "It shows progress is being made."






At Lipinski's urging, the extension was authorized in a 2005 federal transportation bill. No money was set aside for
construction, which is expected to run in the hundreds of millions of dollars.






If funding is secured on the federal and local levels, Lipinski envisions the new segment of the Orange Line running
parallel to Cicero Avenue from the airport. A stop would be built at 67th Street, connecting travelers to hotels in Bedford
Park.






He said construction could start in two years, making the line a vital link between the Loop, the airport and suburban
hotels if Chicago lands the Olympics in 2016.
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But Lipinski said the extension's biggest impact will be providing suburbanites with another transit option into Chicago.
Unlike Metra's Southwest Service Line, the Orange Line runs on the weekends and includes service late at night.






"There is a real need to find more ways to get people in the south suburbs and southwest suburbs on public
transportation into the city," Lipinski said. "Down the line, the question should be where do we go from Ford City."
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